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• Project Team
• Grant Goals and Status
• Current Site Conditions and Issues
• Description of Alternatives
• Technical Evaluations

ĭ Hydraulic
ĭ Wetlands
ĭ Sediment

ĭ Private Wells

• Evaluation of Alternatives
• Next Steps

Presentation Outline

WESTERLY
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Project Team

Town of Westerly

The Nature Conservancy

Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed Association

Southern RI Conservation District

RI Department of Environmental Management

National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

University of Rhode Island

U.S. Geological Survey
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Flood Impacts and Resiliency

PHOTO CREDIT:  WESTERLY SUN
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• Dam Removal Prioritized in
Community Resiliency Workshops

• Removal of Potter Hill Dam
Included in Town’s Comprehensive
and Resiliency Plans

PHOTO CREDIT:  WESTERLY SUN

POTTER HILL DAM

PHOTO CREDIT:  WOOD-PAWCATUCK
WATERSHED ASSOCIATION

RT. 3
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Pawcatuck River Restoration Projects Since 2007
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• NOAA Community-Based Coastal & Marine Habitat Restoration Grant
ĭ Nationally Competitive Three-Year Grant
ĭ Goals:  Flood Resiliency, Improve Fish Passage, Restore River Ecology
ĭ Year 1 (2020-2021): Initial Investigations  and Alternatives Analyses
ĭ Year 2 (2021-2022): Refined Evaluations and Preferred Alternative

Design/Permitting
ĭ Year 3 (2022-2023): Construction

Project Funding Overview

• Outside Funding Sources
ĭ $132,550 TNC Contribution for

Year 1 & 2

ĭ $68,500 FWS Funding to Town and
for URI (for Wetlands Study)
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PHOTO CREDIT:  WATCH
HILL OUTFITTERS

• Improve River Corridor Habitat and
Migratory Fish Passage

• Safe and Improved Water Recreation
and Boating Opportunities

Shared Community Goals

PHOTO CREDIT:  CANOETRIPPING.NET

American Eel

AlewifeRiver Herring

PHOTO CREDIT:  WATCH
HILL OUTFITTERS

• Reduced Flood Risk for
Property Owners

• Sustainable Long-term Solution
• Eliminate Liability of Public

Safety
• Enhance River Values as

a Federal Wild and
Scenic River
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Project Area Overview
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